14

:
|
1

D& 4irSERBIA

YOa/beHOCT je nuTame
reorpaguje a He cpua

OAJTEKO CMO TEOTPAGCKK, ATV JE Y HAWWM MOJTUTBAMA CTAJTHO KOCOBO W CBAKW KYTAK 3EMJbE

CPTCKE, KAXE EMUNCKOM NPAHEJ.

WE ARE FAR AWAY GEOGRAPHICALLY, BUT WE ALWAYS PRAY FOR KOSOVO AND EVERY CORNER OF SERBIA,

SAYS BISHOP IRINEJ

6uv Telwko 6uno 1 Hapoda 6e3 Upkee. Fberoso npeoc-

BeLTEeHCTBO envckon MuTpononnje aycTpanijcko-Ho-
BO3eflaHACKe rocnoamH VipnHej Bepyje Aa je 0OBa umMkbeHuua
ycabeHa fyboko y aywn ceakor CpbuHa, Na v Kaja ose UCTUHe
HMCMO CaCBMM CBECHW, MU je MHTYUTUBHO ocehamo. Ynpaso y
ToM Aayxy Mutpononuja yjeauryje Cpbe Ha [eTom KOHTUHEHTY
Yy jeAHY LPKBY 1 TO je 3a el1UCKoNa U HeroBe BepHYKe Hajsehe
nocTurHyhe.

‘ \ ema Upkee 6e3 Hapopda, a UCTopuja je Mokasana fa

« Kako ce odsuja 0yxosHU U sepcku xusom Cpba y Aycmpanuju
U Ha Hosom 3enaHoy u y Kojoj Mepu Cy C8eCHU 3Ha4Yaja o4ysara
csoje gepe?

- Mutpononuja aycTpanujcko-HOBO3eNaHACKa faHac 6poju
oKo 50 mapoxwja, YeTrpKn MaHacT1Mpa 1 CKWTa, y3 OpojHe npa-
Tehe opraHusauuje. LIpkBeHN XMBOT je CBOjoM OnarogaTtHOM
CUOM NPeBa3nLlao GvBLUE AAMUHUCTPATMBHE rpaHuLe n3mehy
ABe NpeTxofHe enapxuje, BmBLIA TakMaLa, koje cy GopmanHo
yjeanrseHe 2011, y OKBMPY Halle muTpononuje. Hajsuwe ce pa-
Ayjem WTo cMO Kao LipkBa oboraheHu ca LwecT HOBMX MUCHOHAP-
CKVX Mapoxuja, Koje cy ycnocTasibeHe o 2006, kafja cam LoLwao
y AycTpanujy. JaHac nmamo 68 CBeluTeHNKa 1 CBELUTEHOMOHAxXa,
Kao M HEeKOMMKO MOHaxa M MOHaxuiba. 3a HacC y MpaBOCaBIby,
CBELUTEHCTBO Y CBOjM Mapoxumjama je iuna Kyuaeuua” jegHe no-
MeCHe LipKBe. bory cam 6narofapaH 3a CBe OHe CBeLUTeHMKE Koje
CaM Mpu CBOM 0M1ACKy 3aTekao y AycTpanujn n Hosom 3enangy,
a Koju cy ce bopwunu Aa odyBajy CBOjy LPKBY. Halww penosu cy
Ce 0fj Tafja 3HaTHO NOMYHWAM HOBMM ¥ MAahUM KaapoBMMa. 3ax-
Ba/byjyh TUM MN3aAVM CBELUTEHULMMA, OCETMO CaM LUTa 3Hauu
OUTK LyxOBHM OTall. Halle CBELUTEHCTBO YXKMBA Y CAcNyKMBakbY,
a BepHM HapozA PeaoBHO UCMYHaBa Hallle xpamoBse. Ty Cy Takohe
MHOIX NpaTteRn Nporpamy 1 NPojekTn — Aeyju NeTrbK KaMno-

he Church wouldn't exist without people and history

has shown that people would have difficulty existing

without the Church. His Grace Bishop Irinej of the Ser-
bian Orthodox Metropolitanate of Australia and New Zealand
believes this fact is deeply rooted in each Serbian soul and that
we can feel it intuitively even when we are not fully aware. Itis in
this spirit that the Metropolitanate unites the Serbian people of
the fifth continent in one Church, making it the biggest achieve-
ment of the Bishop and his believers.

« How does the spiritual and religious life of Serbs in Australia
and New Zealand persist and to what extent are they aware of the
importance of preserving their religion?

- The Metropolitanate of Australia and New Zealand includes
50 parishes, four monasteries and numerous related organiza-
tions. Religious life has surpassed the previous administrative
boundaries between the two former dioceses, former compet-
itors, which were formally united in 2011 under the auspices of
our Metropolitanate. I'm most pleased that we, as a Church, are
enriched with six new missionary parishes that have been es-
tablished since 2006, when | arrived in Australia. Today we have
68 priests and priest-monks, several monks and nuns. For those
of us in the Orthodox Christian community, the clergy in their
parishes are the “life force” of a local church. I'm grateful to God
for all the priests | met upon my arrival in Australia and New Zea-
land, who have fought to maintain their Church. Our ranks have
been significantly bolstered by new, younger people since then.
Thanks to these young priests, | know what it means to be a spir-
itual father. Our clergy participates in concelebrating, while our
faithful nation frequents our temples. There are also additional
projects and programmes - summer camps for children, youth
seminars, activities of the Federation of Serbian Sisters Circle and
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BW, OMNafMHCKN cemmHapu, pag Casesa Kona cpnckux cectapa
1 MHOTO APYror, WTO CBeAOYM O CYWTUHCKOM jeAUHCTBY KOjUM
Halla MMTpOronuja AejcTyje 1 LiBeTa Ha 0BOM borom 6narocsno-
BEHOM [1eTOM KOHTUHEHTY.

- lliIma je npuopumem koju cme nocmasusu nped Bac u Bawy
Mumpononujy? Yemy ce Hajsuwe padyjeme, a wuma mpeba oa ce
nonpasu?

- Hajeehy panocT M JOHOCK Hallla OMMaAvHa Koja je npu-
xBaTuna fa ce, nog okpubem Lipkee, dopmmpa Cpncko npa-
BOC/MIaBHO OMJIAMHCKO YAPYXKerbe, MO3HATO MO EeHrMecK/m
akpoHuvom SOYA. BehnHy oBe omnaauHe, y3pacta oa 18 fno
35 rogmnHa, UnmHe CTydeHTV v Maagn npodecroHanuu. Hbuxose
AKTMBHOCTM Cy Pa3HOBPCHE, a Hajeehn ycnex ofprkaBarbe ro-
amwrser Cpnckor dectneana y CuaHejy. OBaj ABOLHEBHN decTy-
Ban y lapnuHr Xapbopy, koju npusyyde oko 50.000 rbyan AHEBHO,
Beh y Apyroj rognHn NpyXmo je MoryRHOCT AycTpanvjaHummMa aa
OKyCe CPprCcKy XpaHy 1 nuhe, fa yXunBajy y CPNCKOj My3uLm, ne-
cMm 1 donknopy, Aa ce oborate CPMCKOM KyNTYpOMm, ymeTHoWhy,
KrbMrama 1 CBMM OCTa/IMM WTO HYOMMO Ha BEPCKOM, HAPOAHOM
1 NpodeCcMOHaNHOM MnaHy. JefaH of HaWMX rNaBHWX 3aAaTaka
jecte papa ca mnagum eyarma. SOYA je ocHoBaHa ynpaso fa buc-
MO Y CBUM LIPKBEHVM OMLWTMHaMa 1 MUCMOHaPCKMM MapoxujamMa
MOTIN YKIBYYUTU MITAZAE Y BESIMKE BEPCKe, KYNTYPHE 1 XyMaHM-
TapHe akTMBHOCTW. OCUM paja Ca OMIaAMHOM, Hal 3afaTak je
[a nobosbliaMo MPOCBETHM NPOrpam. Y roToBO CBMM HalUMM
LPKBEHMM OMNWTMHAMA W Y HEKMM MUCVOHAPCKMM NMapoxmjama,
MMaMO YacoBe BepOHayKe, CPMCKOT je31ka, nctopuje, onknopa,
ay NOjeAnHNM NapOXKMjama 1 fjeuuje XOpoBe. Y HeKUM fpxKaBama,
3aBVICHO Off TOKaTHWX Perynatrea, MOXeMO NnpefaBaTt BepoHa-
YKY 1 CPMNCKM je3UK Y jaBHMM LiKonama. pkasa Ham npyxa ou-
HaHCKjcKy Nomoh 3a CPNCKe LpKBEHE LWKoe. JefaH of Hajsehrix
HeAoCTaTaka jecTe Haw GOPManHM HaCTaBHW MAaH K NPOrpam,
HapOuMTO 3a M3y4aBarbe CPICKOT je3KKa, Koju ce Mopa npeaa-
BaTW Ha EHIIECKOM je3uKy, Aa 61 ra aela Koja cy osfe poheHa
MOrfla MpatMTV. HacTaBHMUM CPNCKMX Wkona y CuaHejckom
HaMeCHWLWTBY YNpaBO CacTaB/bajy jefjaH TakaB HaCTaBHW MaH
1 nporpam, npeasnbeH Ha HWBoy Lene Mutpononuje. Konel
Ceetor Cage y CupHejy npeacTaB/ba CMCTEMATCKO yTemesberbe

many others, which show the essential unity in which our Met-
ropolitanate operates and flourishes on this God blessed fifth
continent.

- What was your priority and that of your Metropolitanate?
What are you looking forward to the most and what needs to
change?

- The Serbian youth who have accepted the formation of the
Serbian Orthodox Youth Association, known by the English ac-
ronym SOYA, bring me the greatest joy. The majority of these
young people are students and young professionals, aged 18 to
35.They undertake multiple activities and their biggest achieve-
ment is the annual Serbian Festival in Sydney. This two-day fes-
tival in Darling Harbour, which attracts 50,000 people every day,
has provided the Australian people with an opportunity to taste
Serbian food and beverages, enjoy Serbian music, songs and
folk dance, and enrich their knowledge of Serbian culture, art,
books and everything we have to offer in the religious, nation-
al and professional field. One of our main objectives is to work
with young people. SOYA was established primarily to involve
the youth in great religious, cultural and humanitarian activities
in all parishes and missionary parishes. Besides working with
young people, our mission is to improve education. In almost
every parish, as well as some missionary parishes, we have re-
ligious studies, Serbian language classes, history and folklore
classes, as well as a children’s choir in several parishes. In some
states, depending on local regulations, we can teach religious
studies in Serbian at public schools. The state provides financial
aid to Serbian church schools. One of the biggest disadvantages
is the absence of a formal curriculum, especially for teaching the
Serbian language, which must be taught in English so the chil-
dren born here can understand. Teachers at Serbian schools in
the Sydney Deanery are currently preparing such a curriculum
for the entire Metropolitanate. The St. Sava College constitutes
the systemic foundation of our local efforts at the institutional
level, which will enable our children to engage in public life and
not allow the community to merely suffer the effects of assimila-
tion. For several years we have jointly organized the celebration
of Vidovdan in the Sydney Deanery. Around 400 students take
part in an extremely rich programme in the auditorium of the
University of New South Wales. Among the many regular guests
are also people from Australian public life. Children are a source
of immeasurable joy to me and I'm most proud of them!The Ser-
bian people here are extremely attached to their homeland and
tradition precisely because the first emigration to this country
took place more recently than is the case in the US. They take
care to ensure their religious and national survival with more
zeal. On the other hand, we could learn from the experiences of
American Serbs, both from their truly positive examples and also
some of their mistakes, instead of repeating them. It seems we
haven't understood that and this is a less positive aspect of the
circumstances we are in.

« What are the major advantages of Serbs in Australia and New
Zealand compared to Serbs in their homeland and what do they
miss the most?

-There is no doubt that living conditions in Australia and New
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HalWX NIOKaNHWX MOAYXBaTa Ha HWBOY MHCTWUTYUMje, WTo he
nomohu Haloj Aeun fa Ce yKIbyye Y jaBHU XMBOT, a Aa 3ajed-
HVLa He Tpnu nocnefmue nyke acumunaumje. Y CnpgHejckom
HaMEeCHMLWTBY BEN HEKOMMKO TOAMHA OAPXaBaMO 3ajedHUUKY
BMAOBLAHCKY Npocnasy. Oko 400 yyeHnKa 13BOAM BEOMA HoraT
nporpam y ayautopujymy YHusep3uteta Hosor JyxHor Benca.
Mehy 6pojHUM roCTVMa, KOjW HaMm PeAOBHO AoNase, Hanase ce
1 3BaHNLE 13 ayCTPaNWjCKOT jaBHOT *m1BoTa. MeHu cy Aela He-
M3MepHM 13BOP PAAOCTV U FoMMa Ce HajBuLLe noHocum! Cpbu cy
OBfle BeOMa Be3aHM 3a MaTULLy ¥ 3a CBOje Npefatbe ynpaso 3601
TOra WTo je Hala emunrpaumja mnaha Hero Ha npumep y CAL. Ca
BYLLE Kapa Ce BOAM PayyHa O BEPCKOM M HApOAHOM OMCTaHKY.
C apyre cTpaHe, MOrv BUCMO Ce YUUTK Ha UCKYCTBY aMepPUUKIMX
Cpba, Kako Ha HUXOBMM BEOMA MO3UTUBHUM NPUMEPKMA, TaKO
N Ha HeKMM HMXOBUM rpelikama, YMecTo Aa WX MOHaBfbaMo.
M3rnepa fa TO HUCMO CXBaTWAW M TO je Heka Marbe MO3WUTVBHA
CTPaHa Hallvx NpuvKa.

- Koje cy Hajsehe npedHocmu koje yxusajy Cpbu y Aycmpanuju
u Hosom 3enaHay, y 00HOCY Ha HAC y Mamuuu 3emsbu, @ Wma um
Hajsuwe Hedocmaje?

— Hecymrb1BO je fia )kMBOTHE npunnke y Ayctpanmjn n Hosom
3enanay Npyxajy BenvKe NpefHoOCT/ pa3BujeHe eKoHoMMje, CTa-
BUAHOCTM 1 MMPa. V133308 NpeacTaBsbajy OrPOMHI YNVBI era-
NNTapuy3ma 1 CeKkynapunsma, Nopes Kojux ce Bepa nnak passvja.
HajTexa je Halwa BenuKa yaameHocT. Cam HacnoB jeHe Krbure O
Ayctpanuju, , TupaHuja AUCTaHLe", n3paxasa 3Hayaj OBe yaarbe-
HOCTW. YecTo roBopwM [ia je TO MnakK, Camo NuTarbe NpocTe re-
orpaduije, No Kojoj CMO 3anCTa yAarbeHu, a HMKaKOo Mojam cpua,
no Kome CMO Beoma 6amcku. Ca curypHowhy Mory Aa Kaxkem
na Cpbe ospe, no peunma Benunkor WaHTtha ,cBe paHe Hawer
pofa 6one”. laneko cmo reorpadcku, anu je y Hawmm MonmTea-
Ma CTanHo 1 KOCOBO 1 CBakW KyTak 3emrbe cpricke. [Tomaxemo
Kako 1 KOMMKO Moxemo. CakynsbaMo XymaHWUTapHy nomoh u
anctpubympamo je no OTaybrHm, nocebHo no Kocosy 1 MeTo-
XWjW, Ma Kafa y3mMeMo Yy 063up TPOLKOBE XMBOTA Y AyCTpanuju
1 Hosom 3enaHay, BUAVMMO [a Hall Hapopd OBfAe He Aaje Of CBOr
BYMLLKA HEro Ce XPTBYyje, 0ABaja Of CBOJUX HACYLUHMX NOTpeba, a
TO, BEPYjeMm, JOCTa FOBOPMW...

« Backpc je HajpadocHuju xputhaHcku npasHuk. LLima je 3a Bac
CYWMUHa moe NpasHUKa?

- PapocT, no kojoj he Hac Npeno3HaT Aa CMO Hberosu yueHw-
un! Cycpet ca Backpcnmm [0cnogom 3Haum XnBeTun y carnacHoC-
T1 ca JeBaHhemem. HrjeaaH yoBek nojeanHauHo, HATV 610 Koja
3ajeAHnLa Y LennHu, He MoXe noctojaTn 6es ytephetsa y Hbemy
KOjv japyje MBOTY CMMCao, HOBW MyTOKa3, HOBY BEPTMKany ”
0TBapa HOBe XOpM30HTe. Backpcnn focnog je jeannu ognydyjyhu
MpagaL, y OBOM 1 OHOM CBETY. Jep TajHa Hawer yTephetba, 3BOp
Halle UCTUHCKe cnobofe, OTKPMBA Ce CaMo Y XPUCTY KOjU je Xu-
BEO Mo 3anosecTma csora Oua. To je OHa HeorpaHuyeHa Bepa
y bora koja je Beha of Tyre, HeBOSbE 1 313, Yak W yNpKoC (a 3a
Hac Hajuewhe HeCXBaT/bMBOM) KapaKkTepy CTpadarba M MOHeKaj
ancypaHoOM MNyTy KOjUM CP/bamoO KPO3 TaMy OBOT MBOTa. Jep
jennHo OHaj Koju sbybu Ao Kpaja oTkpuBea y cebu, y CBOM CpLy
Backpcor XpucTa 1 Hberosy 6eckoHauHy fby6aB 1 Ha Taj HauMH
OTKPVBa Aa HY CMPT HE MOXe MMaTV KOHauHy peu.

Zealand offer the major advantages of a developed economy,
stability and peace. The major impacts of egalitarianism and sec-
ularism pose a challenge, but nevertheless religion continues to
develop. The long distance is the most difficult aspect. The title
of a book about Australia itself entitled “The Tyranny of Distance”
stresses the importance of this aspect. | often say that it is only
a simple matter of geography that truly sets us apart, but when
it comes to our hearts we are extremely close. | can assure you
that Serbs here, in the words of Santi¢, “suffer the same wounds
of our kin” We are far away geographically, but we always pray
for Kosovo and every corner of Serbia. We provide as much aid
as we can, as well as we can. We collect and distribute human-
itarian aid throughout the homeland, especially in Kosovo, and
when taking into account the living expenses in Australia and
New Zealand, we can see that the Serbian people here do not
donate their surplus, but rather make a sacrifice, giving away
their necessities and | believe that says it all...

« Easter is the most joyful Christian holiday. What do you consid-
er the essence of this holiday to be?

- Joy, by which we will be recognized as His pupils. The en-
counter with the Risen Lord means living in accordance with
the gospel. A single individual or entire community cannot exist
without faith in He who gives life meaning, new guidance, new
vertical direction and opens new horizons. The Risen Lord is the
only decisive path in this world and the next. This is because the
secret of our faith, the source of true freedom, is revealed only in
Christ who lived according to the commandments of His Father.
It is unlimited faith in God which is greater than sorrow, distress
and evil, despite even (which most often seems incomprehen-
sible to us) the nature of suffering and occasionally absurd path
on which we rush into the darkness of this life. But he who loves
to the end finds in his heart the Risen Christ and His endless love
and thereby he discovers that death doesn't have the last word.
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